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By Pete Lyons 


LE BEAUSSET, France—How mony 
roading drivers ever pet bo win two Grands 
Prix in one weekend? 

James Hunt managed that historic trick 
lesi weeitond in France when on Sunday 
he won the French GP at Paul Aicard and 
on Mencia he “re-won"” the Gpanish OF at 
the PLA bendiquaunters in Parts 

The only thing Niki Lauda got outof his 
weekend in France was the honor of the 
fastest lap. That. and a walk back to the 
pits in the hot Mediterrancan sunshine. [t 
wis the World Champion's first such 
Walk since Burcelona last »ear—ihat 
makes if GPs cince fis Last retirement. 

[th all started off locking like France was 
gout ta be another Ferrari field day. 
Hult wile oo poke, the Marlboro McLaren 
bath on COM peotive form at lasik, but at 
the drop of the trieglor Fronch flog, the 
Furrar simply dragged away into the 
distance. By lop four Wiki had five 
Benonds on James, 2nd by lap eight had 
nod mot quite throe more, Meanwhila 
Clay Rogpassoni had changed through 
[rom the seoond row and Was pressing 
Hunt hard. but was 6 second behind. 


Continued On Page 10 


Holbert’s Monza 
Holds Together, 
Wins 250-Miler 


Hy Bruce A. Ceaja 


DAYTONA BEACH, Fla,—The Paul 
Revere 250, the eighth race in the Camel 
OT Challange series, was a significant 
event, One thing. for those who are into 
Bicentennial-mania, or who are trivia 
buffs, the race was the first major 
professional sporting event of tha 
Nation's third century, what with the 
start coming at justia tick of the clock past 
midnight. 

However, the race had & greater 
significance in the overall seope of the 
series, Al Holbort won the 250 mile race in 
his Mona. It marked the longest distance 
an All American GT car, with the 
exception of Greaenweod's Corvette. had 
Tun competitively. The races the Monza 
has won thus far have all been 12 mile 
sprints. To say the reliability of the car at 
distances longer thin 100 miles was 
suspect is like saying thore are fireworks 
on the Fourth of July. [t's a known fect 

You can’ say Holbert won the race 
aonvindingly, though. A long pil atop 
two-thirds of the way through all but 
knocked him out of sontention. Even 
being tha fastest car on thatrack wouldn't 
have allowed him to make up the gap. 
However, a transmission problem on 
Grege's BMW, a blown engine on Kemp's 
Cobra. and the fact that George Dyer's 
Carrera simply could not run a8 fast ae 
the Monza when it did run, gave Al the 
victory and lent emedance bo the fet thet it 
will be unlibely that any onr other than o 
Monza will win the championship this 
Sein 

From the drop of the flag, the record 

Continued On Page 22 
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The McLaren of Jochen Mase leads Ronnie Petersoa’y March, They tintihed (5th ond (9th, respectively 
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Comprehensive Service Deal 
Offered To Mazda Buyers 


LOS ANGELES—One of the more 
comprebentive service offers in 
nubLomolive history Was announced June 
GH by Mazda Motora of Amerneca, Ine. 
(MMA. Ine.) president, Ryoji Yumolsi, 

The offer, called the Free-For-All, 
provides new rotary owners with totally 
free service by a Mazda dealer for two 
years or 26,000 miles, whichever oorurs 
first. The offer includes fre parts. labor 
and materials and went intoeffect on July 
as 

“The Free-For-All is not a 
warranty,” said Mr. Yonex. “Tt isan offer 
by Masada to encourage car buyers ta 
expirionce owning and driving a rotary 
engine car and to relieve the new rotary 
owner of all servine corte.” 

Free-For-All means juat that—all 
regular service conta normally charged 
by a Mazda dealer, including paris, labor 
and materials, are free. For example, the 
offer includes free engine oil and free 
tun@ups. During the offer, if anything 
oes wrong under normal use, Mazda will 
fix or replace it free. 


muffler, shéeck nbeorbers, 
lubricants, belie and hoses, 
fuses, clutch and brakes. 
“Unlike our competitors, who charge 
for servicing, all Mazia aske is that new 
rolary owners drive normally aod have 
ibeir care serviced by one of aur Mazda 
dealers, and we'll pay for it,” Mr. Yorke 
added “Even the cost of unscheduled 


servicing is free,” 
Yuna suid that while, industry-wide 


many car owners avoid dealer servicing 
because: of cogts, Mazda's new olfer takes 
thie burden completely off the rotary 
Owner and provides asaurance that the 
rotary car or truck can be properly cared 
for during the first two years or 25,000 
mei lesst of ctriving. 

Basically, the only iteme excluded fram 
the offer ure services required due to 
accident or abuse. But the owner does not 
have to pay for the geeoline 

This offer is available on the complete 
ling of rotery-powered Mazdas—the 
luxury sport coupe, Commo, the RX-4 and 
AX-3 Ines of coupes, sedane and 
stalionwegons, and the pickup truck. 


filters, 
Goal ane, 


LATE NEWS 


@ Bad news for Datsun fans: IMSA has retaliated for Don 
Devendorf's strong showing in the Radial Challenge by raising the 


minimum weight of his 8210 from 1700 to 1800 


ounds effective 


immediately. Since the car now weighs 1725, that means 75 pounds 


of lead bolted on somewhere. 


@® Bad news for American car makers: a bill now in Canadian 
parliment, said to be certain to become law Aug. 1 of this year, will 
impose weight restrictions on sedans and station wagons. By 1979 
sedans can weigh no more than 3500lbs, station wagons no more 
than 3750. If the bill passes, (most probable, according to sources) 
Continusd On Page d 
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Hunt’s Spanish 
Win Reinstated 


James Hunt has been reinstated ag 
winner of the Spanish Grond Prix by the 
FLA. 

Hunt had been diequalified atier the 
May 2 race when the organizers 
discovered the rear track of bis McLaren 
Was 5/8-inoh too wide tinder regulations 
that went inte effect with that race. 
Second place finisher Niki Louda was 
pwarded the win, Hunt and the McLaren 
team protested what they called “na 
pundahment like getting the death 
penalty for a parking ticket” on grownda 
that the cor hed bean inspected twice 
before the race without the infraction 
bhalng brought to their attention and that 
the exeess width was only the result of 
bulging: tires. 

Hunt's reinstatement moves Lauda 
batk to second, with Gunnar Nileson 
third, Carlos Revtemann fourth, Chris 
Amon fifth. and Carlos Pace sisth. 

With Hints winin France Joly 4, that 
mikes a contert iain of (he Pornila Cine 
series: Lauda still loads with 52 points, 
Huni and Depailler are Hed for second 
with 2a. 


Foyt Takes The 
Pole, But Cale 
Takes The Win 


By Al Pearce 


DAYTONA BEACH, Fla.—Cale 
Yarborough was talking about the fine 
line—almost invisible to the untrained 
obeerver—between running a race car 
Mat-out for 400 miles and running & rece 
car almost flat-out for 400 miles. Even 
though it looked about the same to the 
TOO who viewed this years Firecracker 
400 at the Daytona International 
Spheclaay, bt wien't that way for winner 
Yarborough. 

“| was getting tired of leading almost 

Continued On Page if 


McComb TR? Leads DP 
Field at Lime Rock 
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French GP 


Conthined From Page 1 

Had the idea of a McLaren sandwich 
sent us out into the kitchen at this point, 
we would have returned to our screens 
with a growing sense of bewilderment. 
There, on the empty, yawning Ricard 
track, was just ooe car; the McLaren. 
Whatever had happened to the Ferrari 
bread? “T wasn't too Worried,” 414 Aint, 
describing the way he had Jost his Pole to 
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fhe. GARKD PRIS OF FRAMGL, CIRCUIT PAUL AIGA RE 
| CASIELLED. #RAMCE. JULF 4, 1904 
CAT MD uu PYM 
Muang Haat, elare BPR TR: 2 Athi Latta, Fecrans 

PLT PA Pack Depailler, Tyee PS, se. | 
Ciep Magione, Ferre DUdTEASE?, | AG: Storing Pace 
Hatha BMS lS: 6: Reet Paha, Mechs PS, 
109.07. 7 Mg Apeegtti, Lotus 27, 10: fone Watron 
Pentke POR), LAS SS, Gelodp Scheckter, Tyrrell PP? 
149.63; 10-Lareas Seatempe, Brotha B57, 14975 10 
eter Bap mbilis, Boeck Peg, LM: Poe Ailesen 
Loge FY, 09 EF, L)-Neaes Later. Ligier 5500. be: Lae 
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DOG. 12S: FS Beat Langer. Seiteee T819e0G, 1 S241 Be 

) Hens Pesearto. Sorters TSE §-S2et: 24-Gay Edens, 
Heke GORD (SE a: Hi-Patnch Mev, Enegn , 
1.52.63; 27-Dorwed Mager, Grate GE, 1S eg 
Hodioam, Coperpocar FOX, LSA: 25-Hacwld Ertl Hesketh 
a0. ES: B-bont Cereel, Oebhom BP. 155.00. 
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DAaet $4 fos oo CHOSE les on 060 fer a berg 
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DMF. Jere. engine failere, 14; Eraaninill, enguna Pasture. 22; 
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Lauda a hundred yarde past the start line. 
“Timnade a good start, we both did, but once 
inte eecond gear his car simply 
outdragged mine. Nothing one can do 
about that, it's a Ferrari. Right away I 
could eee him losing something. | saw it 
in the first corner. [ thought it wae oll, but 


Track Test FORMU 


JULY 10, 1976 


they day il was water, they had overfilled 
it Ang way, he had aclean track each time 
around, whilst it wae wet for me! 

“l was 2 bit surprised to see Regga up 
there, but it dida‘t bother me very much. 
You see, we'd taken the opposite gamble 
on tires to them. We elected to use a set of 
tires, & food set, that had &) laps on them; 
that way we could be pretty confident of 
our handling staying consistant 
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Depailler in the six-wheeler and Watson come up on Guy Edwards during the haat of their battle. 


= | oe eel 


throughout the race. Whereas Nikiwason 
new ones that he had serybbed in only 
during the warmup. 

“Though he waa getting away pretty 
quickly initially, I knew his tires were 
going to change and the balance of hiacar 
would be altering, ] suspect the second 
half of the race would have been pretty 
good for me—as pond as Sowth Africa and 
perhaps better! My car was in condition to 
gO hard at the end. it was oversteering 
just enough to be meally good. and if I'd 
had to race at the end I could have.” 

But of course he didn't have to. Going 
onto the long back straight for the oimth 
time be saw Lauda consting te a stop up 
ahead, the flat-12 engine seized wp solid. 
Five laps after that Regazzoni vanished 
from his mirrors, Slightly different effect 
for Clay, a hopeless spin backwarde into 
the fences, but the same cause, Ferrari's 
long run of culstaunding reliability had 
ended, 

Of course. the same ill fortune could 
have strucit James Hunt down as well—he 
had u front tire vibration atone stage, and 
also was racing with an wpsot stomach— 
but it didn't, He drove the last two-thirds 
of the race at a distinct canter. and won. In 
fact, the French GP had remarkabie 
reliabilityv—only eight cars out of Be 
official starters failed to takethechocker, 

It is tog early, just as it was after 
Sweden, to ory out in glee or woe 


Viltoreo Brambilla pot off to a rousing start, but was onable to fini 


a! 


sh tie race. 


acemiding to your feelings that the 
Ferrari era in Formula One is over, Niki 
Landa, although he lost all points in 
France and three more the next day from 
Bpatr, Still has exactly twice as many an 
hie nearest rivals and this ie the exact 
middle point of the season. His car is 
more likely than net bo be reliable mest 
time, aod more likely than not te be fast 
next time...but still you can't gal away 
from the fact that the chain Ferrari has 
been Wrapping around the 1978 season 
has been broken. 
Den't stay away from the screen too 
mich, ou might miss something ret. 
The French GP had 4 tendency to break 
up into strings. Behind the men who 
jelned, however briefly. the front string, 
CAME & second group and it was here that 
one had real racing to watch. Patrick 
Depailler had leet ground to Regasroni at 
ihe shart, but he soon beat off another 
challenge from Ronnie Peterson and 
eetured forthe six-wheel Tyrrell a seoond 
place by the end. Peterson had an 
excellant weekend, be actually was 
quickest of all in the final practice period, 
when the track wae hot and oily—with a 
disappointment at the last minute. Three 
laps from the end. his third place secure, 
his fuel injection linkage broke, That leta 
dice between Jchn Wateon and Carlos 
Pace into his vacant spot, That went tothe 
Continued On Next Page 
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At the fall of the French flag, Niki Lauda simply disappeared into the distance, his Ferrari's power pulling him far beyond the Ford-powered cars. 


Tyrrell P34, 


More On: 


French GP 


Cottinoed From Preceding Page 


wire 1.5 seconds apart, Earlier on Jody 
Scheckter, who recovered from alow grid 
place with one of his spectacular early 
charges, had been closing up on 
Depailler, but something went wrong 
with one of the valves in his engine, and 
ha wae struggling to etay in the points by 
the end, 

July 4 in France was of somewhat 
mixed fortune for the teams with 
funeri¢an connections. Mario Andretti, 
after being quickest during pre-race 
testing, still was going pretty well in 
Practica despite having his newest Lotus 
sag in the middle with engine mount 
failure. He started the older car from the 
fourth row oot to John Watson's Paneske, 
but the start wae a Little confused. (Tm 
still waiting to see the i-senond board,” 
he cracked an hour after the finieh. Filme 
of the startin Sweden show without doubt 
that Scheckter also was moving as well 
a6 Andretti on the upstroke of the flag. but 
Mario still is a little bit sensitive about 
the subject.) Once under way in France he 
found his handling was good for the 
conditions of the day but his car's engine 
was down on power. “Il oould have stayed 
With just about any group I started with, 


One of the better batiles of the day was John Watson in the Pencthe PCA and Patrick Depailler in the 


but | couldn't break out on my own, 

lt was gradual engine break-up in 
Schecktor’s Elf-Tyrrell that let the JPS 
driver up to fifth at the and. Fifth that 
became fourth a few hours later because 
of John Watson's misfortune in 
sCrutineering. The Firat National City 
Hank Penake, after a great long dice with 
the Tyrrell, Peteraon, amd the Martini 
Brabham of Pace, made it home third at 
the end. The Poneake's besat-over GP reeult 
is a fine comeback after the crash in 
Sweden, The PC¢ turned out to be a good 
car after all and Wateon wae driving 
baautifully, Hours after the fact, however, 
come & worse crash. A painstaking 
inspection of every car showed the 
Penske's rear wing to be #et 15 
centimeters too high. As Pace had 
finished 1.5 seconds behind, the Brabham 
team immediately anted up the 400 
Franch franca for a protest and Watson 
wae excluded. 

Brett Lunger, whose break into F-1 
hasen"t been going exechly according tea 
plan fora few months, suddenly was his 
old bouney, cheery self “Hey, I ike this 
track. I love these fast corners. Man. 
they refun, The cars going ~ood, too.” AB 
fre guatid, hae “went the long way on the 
chaseis” for a while in practice, and 
started three rows behind Gurtees team 
leader Alan Jones—and on the same roar 
a5 private Surtees man Henri Pescarolo. 
But only the ebullient Brett was aroundat 
the finish, having escaped the 


mechanical troubles of the others. “This 
is the first time [ve been able to race since 
Hyalami.’ Hie 18th represented real 
improvement, 

Shadow's aging DNS. sliding all over 
the road with « real lack of grip, was 
uncompHtitivensin Sweden, but wt least it 
was as reliable, Both oars finished. 

The French GP starting field was 
gUppeed to be 2d but on the first lap 
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amased lap scorers counted 2 cars. Noxt 
time around, yes, oo mistake, Harald Ertl 
had started too! Me lasted four laps before 
comin inte the pits. Tt made a light break 
to go up afterwards to Hesketh team 
manager Bubbles Horsely and remark 
that sou thought Harald had driven 
food race, Giggles all around, and then 
the story. 

“Well, nome of the other reserves 
wanted to take the trouble, a0 Harald wae 
first reserve, and we told him to po out 
there and join in at the back of the grid, 
thal be either would be allowed to start 
becomes someone elae had bad trouble, or 
he would be waved off. Standard 
procedure, Nobody wased him. off so he 
Started, Wouldn't you huye?™” 

Bure, probably. So it took the officials 
four laps to wave him off? “No. I dew’ 
believe they actually noticed, anyway 
they never showed him the black flag." 

Sohe came in of hisown secord. oh, that 
was sensible of him. “Er....00, actually he 
didn’t. Br.would you believeadriveshatt 
broke? 


On Keeping A 
Classic Running 


The curved-dash Oldamobile of 1606 is 
one of America’s classics but the original 
owner of one of those tiller-steerad 
chariota followed some strange 
inteructions to keap it running. 

For example; “Nover fill the gasoline 
reservoir by lamplight.” And the ownerof 
a 1802 Cadillac runabout was told how to 
keop the drive chain in proper condition, 
“a thke about four pounds of bee! tallow, 
about one pound of flake graphite and 
about one pint of heavy lubricating oil, 
than heat aod etir, When thoroughly 
melted and mixed, put the cleaned chain 
in the hot oil,” 

Owners of a 1815 GMC truck were given. 
this advice: “Grooves are provided 
alongeide the radiator eo that pieces of 
cardboard may be slipped in.” Thatwaste 
help the engine get warm on winter 
mornings, 
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